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The Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire (1911)
The Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire was a deadly industrial fire in the United States that resulted in the death of 146 people. It was one of the darkest moments of America’s industrial history (Broyles, 2003).  The triangular shirtwaist factory was situated in the three top flows in the Asch Building, Manhattan, New York City. Workers at the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory created ready-to-wear garments, such as the shirtwaists that young ladies in offices and industries desired. Most of the employees were low-skilled young females who didn't even understand English and worked 12 hours a day, each day.  
The danger of fire in factories was well known, but no precautions were taken due to high levels of corruption. Blanc and Harris had a history of factory fires. There were two incidences of the garment industry being torched. The Triangle factory had caught fire in 1902, while the Diamond Waist Company factory had caught fire in 1907 and 1910 (Broyles, 2003).  It was believed that Blanc and Harris started fires deliberately before business hours so that they would collect fire insurance policies for employees. Although this was not the exact and immediate cause of the 1911 fire, it had a hand in the tragedy. This is because Blanc and Harris had refused to take safety measures such as installing sprinkler systems (Crewe & Schaefer, 2004). 
In the year 1911, the 25th day of March, a fire broke out in the factory. It is believed that the fire started from a rag bin.  Efforts by the manager to extinguish the fire could not work since the fire hose that was being used was rusted and blocked by rust. Many employees and staff started panicking as the fire became larger. The young laborers attempted to leave the building through the elevator, but it could only hold 12 people, and the operators could only manage four trips back and forth because it went down amid the warmth and flames. The females left, waiting for the elevator to jump down the shaft to their deaths in a frantic bid to escape the fire. Many laborers who fled through the stairwells were burned alive when they discovered a locked door at the bottom of the steps (Koslow, 2017).
 	Workers on the upper levels, including the proprietors, evacuated to the roof and then to neighboring houses. Upon arrival, the firefighters were confronted with a horrific scene. Employees who did not make it to the stairwells or elevators were trapped inside the plant by the fire and began jumping out the windows to escape (Crewe & Schaefer, 2004).  The jumpers' bodies collided with the fire hoses, making it harder to start combating the fire. In addition, the firemen's ladders only reached the seventh floor, yet the fire was on the eighth floor and spread to the ninth and tenth floors simultaneously. Firefighters spread out a life net to catch jumpers on one occasion, but three girls leaped simultaneously, shredding the net, making the nets largely ineffective. An immense gathering of onlookers gathered on the street, witnessing guys hopping or plunging to their deaths from the flaming structure (Bair et al., 2017).
It took approximately eighteen minutes for the fire to spread in the entire company. The quick spread of the fire was due to many factors. Firstly, the materials used for making garments were highly flammable. Secondly, the machinery used in the factory was filled with oil, which attracted the fire very fast, thus enhancing its spread. Thirdly, absence of sprinkler systems in the factory that could have been used to extinguish the fire. Usually, sprinkler systems are installed so that the systems automatically sprinkle the water in case of fire, therefore reducing the fire's spread (Broyles, 2003). 

The impacts of the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire were significant. Not only did it affect the workers but also the employers and the society (Pearcy, 2019). One hundred and forty-six people died in the fire, and several were severely injured. The fire severely destroyed the factory. The fire prompted stricter factory safety requirements and aided the International Ladies' Garment Workers' Union (ILGWU) growth, which battled for improved sweatshop workplace conditions. Isaac Harris and Max Blanck's owners were acquitted after a three-week trial that included over 100 witnesses. All the garments that were being processed were also entirely burnt as the fire also destroyed the sewing machines (Broyles, 2003). 
The Triangle Shirtwaist Company led to the development of series of laws and regulations meant to protect the safety of factory workers. Various rules and regulations were set to prevent a similar disaster from occurring in the future. The cause of the fire was largely preventable. The blame is mainly placed on the delinquency of Blanc and Harris plus the notorious anti-worker policies. Nevertheless, the fire is regarded as a blessing in disguise as it led to establishment of laws that ensured the safety of employees was maintained (Koslow, 2017). The fire led to the unity of organized labor and reform-minded politicians. These politicians, who included Governor Alfred Smith and Senator Robert Wagner, served in a committee that drafted Factory Investigating Commission in New York. Protests were organized by the workers union on April 5, 1911, to protest the bad conditions that caused the fire. Eighty thousand people attended the protest. Although the factory owners were not acquitted of the manslaughter charges upon them, the Factory Investigating Commission was created. The FIC was a watchdog agency that was tasked with probing labor conditions throughout New York State. The agency, which had sweeping powers, went ahead to investigate thousands of workplaces, including garment, chemical, and meat-packing factories, to ensure the safety of workers was maintained (Koslow, 2017).
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